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Can you believe it’s almost Christmas? I certainly can’t! It 

seems like just yesterday we were at Fall Career Development 

Events. The holiday season is in full swing and we’re all anxiously 

awaiting those presents and cherished times with our families. I can’t 

wait until I can go home and see all of my relatives, after almost four months at Rutgers. You never 

realize how much family truly means until you’ve been away from them for so long.  

 On top of the Christmas shopping, I’ve been pretty busy. Whether it’s studying for my first 

set of semester finals or preparing for chapter visits, its all been so crazy, yet kind of fun at the same 

time.  I’ve really got the chance to experience some of the chapters around our Great State. It’s been 

fun and exciting traveling the Garden State to both the Somerset Vocational Technical School and 

the Ocean County Vocational Technical School to experience their programs and their excitement 

for the FFA.  

 The first stop began last week on December 7, when I traveled just up the road from Rutgers 

to Bridgewater to visit Mr. Vitelli and the students at Somerset Vocational. I met a lot of interested 

and enthused students. Estavon, a student, was one of the first people I met when I arrived. He told 

me of his goal of going into the Army and was unsure about how the FFA would help him since he 

was not going into an agricultural career. I shared the benefits of the FFA and about Ryan Ball, an 

FFA member Dan Delcher and I met at State Presidents Conference in July, who was currently 

serving as a guard to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers. FFA can take you places you’ve never 

imagined. After my presentation, Estavon showed me the greenhouse where they were growing 

poinsettias for the holidays and making wreaths and other greeneries for the season. Students I met 

included Jesse who plans on attending Cook College for Landscape Architecture, and Bebe, who 

seemed excited about the FFA. I definitely had a great time at Somerset. Everyone was so 

welcoming and seemed enthusiastic about the FFA.  

 On December 14th, I made a drive to Jackson to visit the students at 

Ocean County Technical School. Ms. Zajack is doing an excellent job 

with the program and encouraging her students to join the FFA. One 

of the first people to come up to me when I arrived was Jared, a 

junior in the program and a first year FFA member. He seemed 

especially enthused and ready to learn about the FFA. Maria, another 



student in the first period, was very interested in the Floriculture events and the Horticultural 

Exposition. Hopefully we have some future contestants in those programs. During the second period 

Exploring class, I met more Ocean County students. Shawn, a junior in the program, showed me the 

pond he and his classmates created during their class. It even included a waterfall, which really 

impressed me. That must have taken some work! What really impressed me was his familiarity with 

landscape plants and the landscape industry. He knew a lot and was very knowledgeable on the 

subject matter. Maybe, we’ll see him competing in the Nursery Landscape or Landscape Design 

events. When I was about to leave, John, another student, surprised me with a boxwood tree he 

sheared. I was surprised and honored to receive such a gift.  Their chapter has a lot of dedicated 

members and I see great things in their future! 

 For all of you curious about the Certified Landscape Technician Exam (CLT)  I took about a 

month and a half ago, I passed all but five sections! This exam is offered by the New Jersey 

Landscape Contractors Association as an industry certification. I can’t wait until we over our 

members the opportunity to take the Certified Landscape Technician Assistant exam in the future. 

The best thing is that it is the season of giving, and I feel truly honored to give back to an 

organization that has given me so much and helped our members define leadership for lifelong 

success.  I feel honored to have the ability to meet all of you around the state and serve as your 

president. How will you give back to your fellow members this season? How will you help them 

and yourself define leadership for lifelong success? How will you impact the members around you? 

Are you defining leadership for lifelong success? These are questions we all need to think about 

over this holiday season.  

 If I don’t see you within the next couple weeks, have a wonderful holiday season! Hope 

Santa brings a lot of presents, and hopefully no coal! Keep on making New Jersey FFA 

president proud! Over and out! 

 

Think of giving not as a duty but as a privilege 
~ John D. Rockefeller  


